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The teachings of Shingon Buddhism transcend language. They cannot be fully learned from written

materials, but at the same time without language and books their subtlety cannot be accurately understood.
Kobo Daishi Kiikai wrote in his Shorai mokuroku, “If we do not resort to commentaries, subtle expressions
become meaningless.” The teachings of Shingon Buddhism are profound, and are difficult to understand
without using written materials to explain their subtlety, however ultimately imperfect such writings may
be. He also wrote in the same text, “The Dharma is originally beyond words, yet without words it cannot be
revealed. Suchness transcends the physical world, yet realization depends on it.” Without making use of
books and artwork, Shingon Buddhism, which is fundamentally beyond the pale of words, cannot be deeply

realized.
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